
The population of the region – the seven counties included in the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments – has changed only 
incrementally since 1970.

Traffic in the region has fallen off as fewer 
people have job commutes and factories have 
less to ship.

Water pumped through the Detroit Water 
and Sewerage Department has declined 
substantially.

Electricity sales in the service territory from the 
Thumb to Monroe saw a sharp dip in the last 
two years.
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Historic populations of Southeast Michigan and Detroit

CITY OF DETROIT POPULATION

WEEKDAY VEHICLE MILES TRAVELLED, 
IN MILLIONS

DETROIT EDISON SERVICE AREA SALES,
IN MILLIONS OF MEGAWATT HOURS

AVERAGE WATER USE,
IN MILLIONS OF GALLONS PER DAY

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN POPULATION
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Downtown crowds and traffic by the Hudson’s store on Woodward Avenue around 1950. Hudson’s displayed the world’s largest flag on Flag Day.

465,766

761,481

993,678

1,467,964

1,568,662

2,382,195

1,623,452

2,613,844

1,849,568

3,344,793

1,670,144

4,181,354

1,514,063

4,736,008

1,203,368

4,682,726

1,027,974

4,590,468

951,270

4,833,368

787,600

4,775,765

1910

1920

1930
1940

1950

1960

1970 1980 1990
2000 2009

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN TRAFFIC DECLINE LESS WATER IS USED LESS ELECTRICITY USE
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